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2019 Brass Monkey Run ï Drinks are served, food is on itôs way. 
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To all Our Members and Friends  
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Editorial  

 
 

It is interesting that in the process of putting together the newsletter, I am finding 

out how active the club still is. I know in the late nineties that we were really busy 

since we had around 250 members then, however as time moves on and there 

appears to be fewer classic car enthusiasts it becomes a struggle to keep the 

momentum going. So we all have to thank the committee and associated members 

who work hard to keep up standards, even if this results in having a Sunday 

Lunch on your own. So having said this Iôm hoping the newsletter becomes a 

little bit of a catalyst to bring us all together. So if you have, or find any 

interesting stories or snippets that you think other members might be interested in 

please send me a copy. Same applies if you go to any interesting events or venues 

which we could share with other members or go to as a club in the future. 

 

We are now living in an information age, (which can be both good and bad), 

however we all chat on clubnight, so in reality this newsletter is just an extension 

of this. And yes if you find any good motoring jokes or have some classic car 

literature or brochures we could scan, please let me know. The aim is that this is a 

club newsletter. 

 

Adrian has been setting up a new SHVR Website, Hopefully more on this at 

Clubnight. Many thanks to the two Mikeôs for helping me with the newsletter. 

 

Steve M 
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Mince Pies Night 
 

Our December club night means it is time to breakout the mince pies for a pre-

Christmas treat. As has become the custom recently, our Christmas party has 

migrated to January and we now have an extra celebration of the Christmas 

period. 

 

We had a good turnout for the December meeting considering how busy this time 

of the year has become for most of us. No doubt, like Sally and I, a number of 

you threaten to do a lot less next year in the build up to Christmas. As many of 

you will have done on the previous occasion and failed to make the change. 

 

The Rugby Club provided the normal sandwiches along with a good supply of hot 

mince pies. It is amazing how quickly a reasonably amount of food can be 

reduced to empty plates in such a short time. 

 

  
    óSantaô does her rounds early.        The remains of 70 mince pies. 

 

Everyone had a good chance to have a natter with their friends and compare their 

planned Christmas activities with each other. 

 

All too soon it was the close of yet another year in the clubôs history and time to 

focus on the new decade and one more year nearer to the magic 50
th
 anniversary 

which will be on us before we know it. 

 

Mike 
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MICHAEL JOHN GREEN DEC 1947 ~ DEC 2019 

 
Michael John Green was born on the 

19
th
 December 1947 in Surrey, the 

second of three boys. His parents had 

met during the war, his mum being 

from St.Thomas. The family had 

moved to Swansea after he had left 

school and he attended a ócrash 

courseô in mechanics. He took a job in 

a garage but soon realised he was 

allergic the various oils used and left 

to join his fatherôs Delicatessen 

business in Brynmill. 

 

He joined South Wales Police in 1974, 

spent time in uniform then Vice 

Squad, Drugs Squad and C.I.D. During that time he developed an interest in 

model engineering, making model car engines. From there he joined the Swansea 

Society of Model Engineers based in Derwen Fawr. 

 

His car history began with a Mini, actually he acquired his motherôs, very soon he 

had modified it the extent that he had to cut out a section at the front of the bonnet 

in order for the radiator to fit and had also fitted twin Webber carbs.  This was 

followed by a green Austin Healey ófrogeyeô Sprite. Journeys in this included a 

stopover near London, in the morning nearly all local cars had ópoppedô their core 

plugs so many hours delay for engines to defrost enough that core plugs could be 

re-fitted. Unfortunately, the heater was then not working so there was an 

extremely long, cold journey back to Swansea as this was before the M4 had been 

constructed!  Other cars included the more sensible 1100, Allegro and a Maestro. 

 

Michael then joined SHVR and obtained the óbasketô lot that became the Triumph 

Super Seven. Over time he became Secretary, was involved in organising the 

Annual Show in Singleton Park, (this was initially a card index system but 

eventually became computerised). Swansea became twinned with Cork and 

SHVR with Kinsale. This became the start of a long relationship with regular 

visits between the two, initially using Swansea Cork Ferry. A great time for all 

involved! 

 

One of the most enjoyable parts of being involved with ñoldò cars are the 

characters you meet on your journey through life. My first encounter with Mike 
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was when he was in the force. I hadnôt long acquired a 1963 Jaguar MkII and was 

putting it through its paces when all of a sudden, just like Dr.Who, Plod appeared 

through the mist! After reading the riot act to me both Mike and I became lifelong 

friends. We joined SHVR together and worked on various committees with like-

minded enthusiasts. 

 

Mike was an accomplished engineer and 

improviser. Testimony to this was building a 

body for his Triumph Super Seven on the 

dining room table; the only problem was 

removing the bay window to get the body 

out. Bernice recalls sawdust throughout the 

home and added to food for many weeks. 

 

Mike was part of the Mumbles/Kinsale 

twinning committee in the late 80ôs and then 

went on to twin SHVR with the Kinsale 

Vintage Club. That was the start of the Irish 

trips. 

 

Mike arranged and organised all the early trips to Kinsale and was and still is Mr. 

Kinsale, Mike used to say it was his second home and he was always happy with 

the friends and members that used to frequent the raids on Kinsale. Were we an 

old car club with a drinking problem? or a 

drinking club with an old car problem? 

One thing was for sure, everyone had a 

great time. óGreat Craicô for all involved!  

 

Mikeôs tireless enthusiasm for SHVR 

stayed with him, even recently when his 

long term health problems were getting 

the better of him, he managed to come up 

with the goods. 

 

A brilliant ambassador for the old car 

brigade. We have all had the honour and 

pleasure of being Mikeôs friends. 

 

Our thoughts are with Jane and Richard. 

 

Mike Palmer 



 7 

2019 BRASS MONKEY RUN 
 

Little did we know that when the idea 

of a New Year dayôs run and get 

together was suggested, we would 

have a constantly oversubscribed event 

on our hands? Thinking like a young 

party animal, my original argument 

was that most people would have got 

to bed late, if at all, and would be 

nursing sore heads swearing never to 

do it again and the thought of a road 

run and a lunch would the furthest 

thing from their minds. What did I 

know? This year we started once again from the Dunvant Rugby Club who 

opened up early for those who wanted to have a tea or coffee. It was a later start 

time this year; we were a year older than last year after all. 

 

The hotel had told us not to arrive 

before 2.30pm this time, which 

everyone adhered to and things did go 

a lot smoother. The staff were ready 

for us and the tables had all been 

rearranged for us to be in groups. We 

did as is usual, turn up with more 

people than were booked in which 

caused a bit of a reshuffle in the 

kitchen, but the food was good as 

always and the staff made sure all 48 

of us were well looked after. 

Mike 

  Tea Time at Rolls Royce 
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SWANSEA SEA CADETS 
 

Every year the Swansea Sea Cadets and their officers assist the club with the 

running of the Singleton Show on the May bank holiday. This year the show was 

blessed with good weather and attracted a  large number of visitors, so many that 

the carpark facilities in the school were pushed to the limit, with more cars than 

we have seen before. 

 

Apart from some signage that we put up first thing in the morning, the cadets take 

full charge of the parking for the day. Unfortunately during their hard work, the 

youngsters also face some abuse by members of the public who consider them to 

be there to vent their frustrations on. 

 

The cadet force is run as a charity, dependent on donations from sponsors and the 

general public. Swansea Historic Vehicle Register and Studtôs Fairs have always 

supported the cadets by means of a donation for their support on our event. Make 

no mistake, without their continued support, the Singleton show could not carry 

on, we do not have the member numbers to run the car parking side of the day. 

 

Our annual donation was made on Monday the 2nd at the end of their evening 

Colours parade. Our cheque was presented to their Honorary Treasurer by 

committee member Neil Price. Neil thanked the cadets present, explaining how 

their contribution to the successful running of the Singleton show is very much 

appreciated and how we look forward to continuing our relationship in the future. 

 

Mike 
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HUMBER  
 
Thomas Humber founded the Humber cycle company in Sheffield in 1868, but it 

was not until much later that the company would become involved with the 

production of motor vehicles. The Humber company expanded through the 1870s 

to the point where it was producing bicycles in Nottingham, Beeston and 

Wolverhampton. Factory number four was opened in Coventry in 1889, by which 

time Humber was seriously looking at motorized transport. There was a brief 

flirtation with such oddities as tricycles and quadricyles ð one of which sported 

front wheel drive and rear wheel steering. 

 

In 1899 the first Humber car, the 3 1/2 

horsepower Phaeton, was built at Beeston, but 

the first Coatalen designed car, the Voiturette, 

did not appear until 1901. This was followed by 

the 1903 Humberette, which sported a tubular 

frame and 5hp single-cylinder engine. Larger 

cars came in the shape of the 1902 four-cylinder 

12hp, which was soon followed up in 1903 by a 

three-cylinder 9hp and a four-cylinder 20hp 

model. By this time, Humber car production was 

concentrated at a new factory in Folly Lane, 

Coventry, which - coincidentally - was situated 

close to Hillman. 

 

After 1905, the smaller engined models were 

dropped, allowing Humber to concentrate on the 

production of its staple 10/12hp model and the 

larger 16/20hp. In 1907, this range was 

supplemented by the arrival of the Humber 15hp. 

 

Until 1908, Humber cars continued to be produced in Coventry and Beeston, but 

thanks to financial difficulties, the Beeston factory was closed (despite producing 

higher quality cars), allowing the company to concentrate on one factory. The 

event saw the defection of Coatalen to rival Hillman. These austere times also led 

to the re-introduction of the company's two-cylinder models. 

 

In 1913, the Humberette model re-appeared in a new form: the car was powered 

by an air-cooled 8hp vee-twin engine... this was aimed at a decidedly different 

end of the market to the company's next endeavours. The company shelled out 

£15,000 on a three-car team to compete in the 1914 Tourist Trophy race. The cars 
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were designed by FT Burgess, and 

were powered by double overhead 

camshaft 3.3-litre four-cylinder 

engines. 

Sadly, the ambitious programme 

failed to deliver results, and 

Humber's involvement in the TT 

was something of an anti-climax. 

The World War I days were spent 

producing arms and aircraft 

engines, but by the 1920s, Humber had become well established as the producer 

of solid and reliable cars, which were mainly powered by side-valve engines. In 

1922, a step towards modernity was taken with the launch of overhead inlet/side 

exhaust engines, and the 8/18 of 1923 made good use of it. It was a light and 

refined car, and proved sprightly for its day thanks to its light kerb weight and 

relatively powerful 985cc engine. 

 

When the 8/18 received an enlarged version of its engine, it was re-named the 

9/20. However, with an enlarged engine came a much heavier body, and as a 

result, the car's previous reputation for sprightliness was soon lost. Sales of 

Humbers remained buoyant during the late 1920s, when annual volumes exceeded 

4,000, thanks to the continued success of the 9/20, 14/40 and 20/55hp models. 

Confidence was such that Humber bought up the Luton-based commercial vehicle 

producer, Commer. 

 

However, the late 1920s saw a rapid shift in the company's fortunes. Although, it 

was felt that Humber was comfortable enough to purchase an outside interest, the 

truth was that the car producer was neither big nor exclusive enough to tough out 

the recession. 1929 saw the joining of Hillman and Humber, as well as the close 

involvement of The Rootes Group. According to Graham Robson's excellent 

book, "Cars of The Rootes Group", this period in Humber/Hillman/Rootes history 

was a little blurred around the edges. What is clear is that Rootes purchased an 

interest in Humber and Hillman 

(although it is not clear which 

was first)... 

 

In 1930, Humber was effectively 

swallowed-up by The Rootes 

Group, although it was not until 

1932 that it became a fully-

owned manufacturing subsidiary 

of Rootes. The photo above, 
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taken during the 1960s, shows the extent to which the combined Humber and 

Hillman factories has expanded into one another. Either way, soon after the 

takeover, the model range changed. Two new sixes were launched; the 2.1-litre 

16/50 and the 3.5-litre Humber Snipe. Rootes influence soon could be seen 

throughout the Humber range - in 1932, the overhead inlet/side exhaust engine 

was discontinued, and the following year, the company introduced a 1.7-litre 

four-cylinder 12hp. 

 

By the outbreak of World War II, Humber were producing a range of cars 

powered solely by six-cylinder engines. Humbers were now positioned as the 

more expensive cars in the Rootes range, being positioned above Hillman as it 

was, and thanks to stylish bodies by Pressed Steel, the company's reputation was a 

good one. Production continued throughout the hostilities, when the 4.1-lit re 

Super Snipe and its variants were built as staff cars... Monty had one called ñOld 

faithful.ò 

 

Humber made military workhorses 

during World War II, including the 

Humber Command Car, the 

Humber Scout Car, and armoured 

cars. Mackôs Humber "Pig" Mk II 

started life as a Humber GS1611 

series radio truck in 1953; in 1954, 

it was converted to an FV1611 

type armoured personnel carrier 

FFW (Fitted For Wireless) and was 

used in Germany with the British 

Army until 1969. It went into storage until 1972, when it was used in Northern 

Ireland, where the Pigs worked well because of their five-speed transmission and 

normal steering wheel - a simple but heavy truck. It was up-armoured (taking it 

from 10,000 lbs to 14,000) and was one of 36 fitted with an anti-riot chemical 

discharger system. 

 

After the war, production of the big sixes continued, although a Hillman-based 2-

litre four-cylinder model was installed in the Humber Hawk model. In 1950, a 

Super Snipe driven by Maurice Gatsonides (he of GATSO camera fame) and the 

Baron van Zuylen de Nyvelt took second place in the Monte Carlo Rally, even 

though "Gatso" had - amusingly - chosen the least sporting car he could think of. 

In 1952, a Snipe was driven from London to Cape Town in a record 13 days and 9 

hours. 
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In 1953, Super Snipes and 

Pullmans received overhead 

valve engines, and the Hawk a 

year later, in 1954. The Super 

Snipe was briefly 

discontinued, only to be re-

launched in 1959, thanks to 

customer demand. 

 

Following the Chrysler 

acquisition of the company in 

1964, the Humber range was expanded to include the SuperMinx-based Audax 

Sceptre; and according to Gary Martin, Humber took advantage of Chryslerôs 

move by putting the companyôs 318 V8 into Super Snipe and Imperial models. 

Lord Rootes and the president of Chrysler both had vehicles fitted this way, 

according to Gary; it is unclear whether this was a limited production option or a 

prototype/special run. 

In 1966, the Arrow based Sceptre model was launched, and this remained in 

production until 1976, a victim of Chrysler rationalization. With the 

discontinuation of the Sceptre came the death of the Humber marque name. 

 

Just in Case You Have To Drive In California !!  
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The following are a sampling of real answers received on exams given by the 

California Department of Transportation's driving school, (in other words the 

Saturday morning traffic school for moving violation offenders.)  

 

Q:  Do you yield when a blind pedestrian is crossing the road? 

A:  What for? He can't see my license plate number.  

Q:  Who has the right of way when four cars approach a four-way stop at the 

same time? 

A:  The pickup truck with the gun rack and the bumper sticker saying, "Guns 

don't kill people. I do."  

Q:  When driving through fog, what should you use? 

A:  Your car.  

Q:  What problems would you face if you were arrested for drunk driving? 

A:  I'd probably lose my buzz a lot faster.  

Q:  What changes would occur in your lifestyle if you could no longer drive 

lawfully? 

A:  I would be forced to drive unlawfully.  

Q:  What are some points to remember when passing or being passed? 

A:  Make eye contact and wave "hello" if he/she is cute.  

Q:  What is the difference between a flashing red traffic light and a flashing 

yellow traffic light? 

A:  The colour. 

Q:  How do you deal with heavy traffic? 

A:  Heavy psychedelics.  

Q:  What can you do to help ease a heavy traffic problem? 

A:  Carry loaded weapons.  

Q:  Why would it be difficult to be a police officer?  
A:  It would be tough to be a #!head all day long. 

 

A Quick Witted Priest !  
 

A Priest is driving along a highway but gets stopped for speeding. Spotting a 

bottle on the passenger seat the cop says, "Sir, have you been drinking?". Only 

water", replies the Priest "Then how come I smell wine on your breath?" asks the 

cop. The Priest's shoulders sag and in a resigned voice he whispers, "Oh no, don't 

tell me He's gone and done it again!" 
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British Motor Show 
 

Britons got a taste for grand exhibitions well before the motorcar. The Great 

Exhibition of 1851 in Joseph Paxton's huge iron-and-glass 'Crystal Palace' in 

Hyde Park was an immense success in showing the skills and goods of a colonial 

power at its peak. Although designed as a temporary structure, it was rebuilt in 

1852 in Sydenham, South London, and inspired the Royal Agricultural Hall in 

Islington, which opened in 1862. 

 

 

 

The First British Motor Shows And Olympia 
 

The transition from horse and carriage to horseless carriage was cautious. There 

had been steam-powered buses in the early half of the century and enough smaller 

steam-powered vehicles for the second Locomotives Act of 1865 to restrict speed 

to 4mph in the country and 2mph in town, with somebody walking in front with a 

red flag. 

 

The 1890s marked lift-off for the gasoline internal combustion engine, although 

motoring was still a very specialist interest with sections of the population 

decidedly fearful of these new contraptions. In 1895 there were about two dozen 

petrol-driven cars on British roads and, although just two British companies were 

offering to build cars at the end of that year, the number was about to explode. 

German and French manufacturers were speeding ahead and their products were 

popular imports. 
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Between 1896 and 1906 the Earls Court grounds 

hosted London's first big wheel, which was 300ft 

high and took 1,200 passengers at a time. Here it 

towers above the 1906 Austro-Hungarian 

exhibition. (Olympia/LMA) 

 The first British motor show took place at an agricultural showground in 

Tunbridge Wells in 1895, organised by Sir David Salomons, founder of the Self-

Propelled Traffic Association. Just four cars were shown, all of them French but 

able to go as fast as they could on private land. The event attracted favourable 

newspaper support for a higher speed limit, according to motoring historian Nick 

Georgano in Britain's Motor Industry: The First Hundred Years. 

 

The year 1886 had been a 

landmark one for the car. 

Carl Benz, regarded as the 

inventor of the purpose-

designed petrol-engined car, 

introduced the Benz Patent 

Motor Car. Ten years later, in 

1896, the Locomotives Act 

was amended to increase the 

maximum speed to 14mph 

and banish the man with the 

red flag. The fastest recorded 

speed that year was 10 mph. 

 Meanwhile, a purpose-built 

exhibition centre for London 

took shape on ground in West 

Kensington along the 

Hammersmith Road. The 

owners of the Agricultural 

Hall in Islington set up the National Agricultural Hall Company in 1884 to build 

Britain's largest exhibition space to take its military and livestock shows to a 

much greater audience near the West End of London. Its vast iron-framed roof, 

designed by architect Henry Edward Coe, had a 170ft clear span and is still 

standing today. 

 

The National Agricultural Hall opened in December 1886 but is now known by 

the name it was given in 1946: Kensington Olympia, or simply Olympia. Despite 

hosting some hugely popular circus shows, a water-filled recreation of Venice and 

a few large exhibitions, Olympia lurched from receivership to liquidation as its 

gigantic spectacles ran over budget and exhibitors chopped and changed, with 

three owners in its first ten years. For a far fuller account of entertainments in the 

early days of Olympia it's well worth tracking down a copy of John Glanfield's 

out-of-print book Earls Court and Olympia: From Buffalo Bill to the 'Brits'. 

In 1896 London saw motor exhibitions at Crystal Palace and the Imperial 

Institute, and over Christmas Olympia hosted the International Motor Show and 
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Britain's first manufacturer-supported motor 
show was held at London's Olympia, November 

1905 

Cycle Tournament, its first motor show, but did not have enough cars to avoid 

sharing space with other exhibitors. A 'Cycling and Motor Car Exhibition' is also 

documented for 1897. 

 

Of course, Britain was not 

alone in embracing the motor 

show and greater car-

producing nations in Europe 

were joining in. In 1897 

Berlin hosted the 

Internationale Automobil-

Ausstellung. The Automobile 

Club de France, founded in 

1895, created the first 

Exposition internationale de 

l'automobile, du cycle et des 

sports in Paris, in 1898. The 

first Turin Motor Show was 

in 1900; Geneva in 1905. In 

the twentieth century these 

names would vie with 

London for status in the minds of car makers and writers, if not the public; 

Frankfurt took over from Berlin and Hanover in 1951. 

 

Centres of British car manufacturing were growing fast, especially in the 

Midlands. Car ownership was still the preserve of the modern-thinking 

aristocracy but middle-class customers such as doctors were joining them. The 

time for an industry-backed large-scale motor show had come, and Frederick 

Simms, a British engineer, created the Society of Motor Manufacturers and 

Traders (SMMT) in 1902 as a trade body to bring together Britain's growing but 

disparate motor industry and promote its interests at home and abroad. At first its 

principal aim was to exercise control over motor shows and the first SMMT-

backed exhibition was held at Crystal Palace in January 1903. With more than 

180 exhibitors in an area of 87,000 sq.ft, the show catalogue proclaimed it the 

largest motor show in the world. There was money to be made from exhibition 

space for motorcars even in those early days. Also in 1903 the Earls Court 

grounds hosted the Stanley Automobile Exhibition (after the  Stanley Cycle Club) 

and the Royal Agricultural Hall in Islington also offered a motor show.  
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How World War One Changed the Car You Drive 

Today 

 
Many things come to mind when discussing World War One ï the stalemate of 

trench warfare, the horrors of Passchendaele, the poetry of Sassoon and McRae 

and the massive loss of life on all sides. 

Itôs easy to forget the impact of the young automotive industry during the war, 

whether it be on the battlefields or the home front. The companies that sell some 

of todayôs most popular cars ï Renault, Ford, Citroen, BMW and more ï all took 

part in the conflict, and not in the ways you might have thought. In light of the 

recent centenary of the outbreak of war on 4th August 1914, itôs an ideal time to 

look back on the car firms with the most prominent connections to the First World 

War. 
 

Rolls-Royce 
As the self-proclaimed maker of the 

óbest car in the worldô in the pre-war 

years, it was perhaps inevitable that the 

British military would call upon Rolls-

Royce to provide them with sturdy and 

dependable motorised transport. As 

good as the stock Silver Ghost model 

was ï Rolls-Royce had been producing 

it for eight years by the outbreak of 

war ï it did require some beefing up 

for battlefield life. Armour cladding 

filled in for the coach-built bodywork on customer cars, and some came with a 

rotating machine gun turret on the top. Though used extensively on the Western 

Front, Rolls-Royceôs armoured cars are perhaps most famous for their exploits in 

the Middle East. The legendary T.E. Lawrence used them extensively in the 

Arabian campaigns, and famously went on record to say ña Rolls in the desert is 

above rubiesò. World War One also played a part in establishing Rolls-Royce as 

an aero-engine manufacturer. Despite only offering three engines at the time, and 

even though it was never able to fully keep up with demand, Rolls-Royceôs units 

ended up powering more than half of the aircraft used by the Allies during the 

war. By the time the Second World War started, its famous Merlin engines would 

power Spitfires, Hurricanes, Lancaster bombers and countless more aircraft over 

the skies of Europe and Asia. 
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Renault 
Of all the car manufacturers to 

participate in World War One, 

Renault was by some margin the 

most active. Like Rolls-Royce, 

Renault did initially contribute to 

the French war effort by 

supplying cars to the military. 

More impressively, every single 

Renault taxi cab in Paris was 

temporarily repurposed as a troop 

transport in 1914, to help counter 

the German offensive during the 

First Battle of the Marne. 

 

As important as the commandeered cabbies were, of even more significance to the 

war was Renaultôs FT light tank (shown above). Although no-where near as 

heavily armed or as imposing as the British heavy tanks, their (relative) speed and 

the sheer quantity of them made this dinky little device a devastatingly effective 

asset. Renault produced approximately 3,600 of them, and more than half of the 

tanks used by the Allies during the war were FTs. 

 
Crucially for the firmôs future interests, World War One inadvertently gave 

Renault the tools it needed to create commercial vehicle off-shoots with. Its first 

tractor, for example, was heavily based on the FT tank. Renaultôs various 

commercial vehicle sub-divisions still exist today, although most have now been 

separated from the car company. 

 

Ford 
The picture shows a Ford Model T Field 

Ambulance 1916 canvas on wood frame 

model used extensively by the British & 

French as well as the American 

Expeditionary Force in The Great War. 

Top speed 45mph from a 4 cylinder water 

cooled engine. Despite being one of the 

most powerful and influential pacifists in 

the world at the time, even Henry Ford 

couldnôt keep his gargantuan car company out of the Great War for long. Almost 

as soon as war was declared, the tractors and trucks built in Fordôs British 

factories were soon being produced almost exclusively for the armed forces. 

Eventually, even Fordôs cars were repurposed into suitable warzone surplus ï 


